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presence by a nobleman of the court. Onely he tooke into his
owne hand the fanne of feathers, and caused one of his women to
fanne him therewithall, as a thing that most pleased him of all
the rest. The generall was commanded to sit downe in the kings
presence, as the manner is, upon the ground; where was a very
great banquet provided. All the dishes in which the meate was
served in, were either of pure gold or of another mettall, which
among them is of great estimation, called tambaycke, which
groweth of gold and brasse together1. In this banquet the king,
as he sate aloft in a gallery (about a fathome from the ground)
dranke oft to the generall in their wine, which they call racke
[i.e. arrack]. This wine is made of rice, and is as strong as any of
our aquavitae; a little will serve to bring one asleepe. The
generall, after the first draught, dranke either water mingled
therewithall, or pure water. The king gave him leave so to doe;
for the generall craved his pardon, as not able to drinke so
strong drinke. After this feast was done, the king caused his
damosels to come forth and dance, and his women to play musicke
unto them. And these women were richly attired, and adorned
with bracelets and jewels; and this they account a great favour,
for these are not usually seene of any but such as the king will
greatly honour. The king also gave unto the generall a fine white
robe of calico, richly wrought with gold, and a very faire girdle
of Turkey worke, and two creses*, which are a kind of daggers;
all which a nobleman put on [him?] in the kings presence. And
in this manner he was dismissed the court, with very great
curtesies; and one sent along with him to make choyce of an
house in the citie, where the generall thought most meete. But
at this time he refused this kindnesse, and rather chose to goe
aboord his ships; and left the king to consider of the Queenes
letter, the tenor whereof hereafter followeth.
1 Malay tdmbaga. It was a mixture of copper and zinc, and hence a form of
brass. The reference may, however, be to the alloy called suasa, described as
'a mettall halfe copper, hatfe gold* (Best, p. 210).
* The well-known Malay kris or dagger.